
Lodge 351 Time Capsule Located 
 
When Zora Lodge 351 sold their building (commonly known as the Big Hall) on 
McNichols in Detroit back in 1981 to move out to their current location on Ryan Road in 
Warren, the marker stone was left on the building in Detroit.   The stone simply said 
“Croatian National Home 1957”. 
 

          
 the Big Hall on McNichols in Detroit  Ryan Road in Warren 
 
The Big Hall was the pride and joy of the Croatian community in Detroit from the time it 
opened.   For roughly 23 years, there were hundreds of banquets, concerts, weddings and 
showers.   In addition to being the home of Lodge 351, it was also the practice center for 
the Croatian Singing Society Slavulj, the Detroit Senior Tamburitzans, the Detroit 
Tamburitza Orchestra and the Detroit Star Tamburitzans.   Plus, it was the meeting place 
for the Mothers Club, the Dalmatian Club, the Li� ki Club, the Zagorski Club, the Young 
Adults Club, the Dad’s Club, Pensioners Club and the Parent’s Club.   Tambura groups 
from all over the United States and Canada played there as did such notable performers 
from the old country like Janike Balaz and the RTV Novi Sad, Vera Svoboda, Ki� o 
Slabinac and Zvonko Bogdan.   There was even an appearance by Mickey Lolich and 
some of the Detroit Tigers after they won the World Series in 1968. 
 

       
the stage in the Big Hall (from 2006)   the bar room in the Big Hall 
 



Because the Big Hall meant so much to so many people, and had so many fond memories 
for everyone, it was not an easy decision to move out to Ryan Road.   And, because the 
new hall in Warren was so much smaller, many things were left behind – including the 
marker stone.   For many years, talk of the Big Hall always began with “Do you 
remember at the Big Hall when ….?”   There were (and still are) so many stories that 
everyone fondly looks back at - with a smile of their memories and a sadness for what 
once was.   Occasionally, some of the older members would ask “What ever happened to 
the time capsule?” 
 
An intense review of the minutes from the 1950’s did not show any reference to a time 
capsule.   The current officers of the Lodge would frequently inquire from the older 
members where the time capsule was located.   Oddly, the very few that did remember 
there was a time capsule could not agree on the location.   Some said it was to the left of 
the main entrance, others said it was to the right of the main entrance while the rest said it 
was in the floor of the entrance vestibule. 
 
In 2006, as Lodge 351 prepared to celebrate its 100th Anniversary, the owners of the Big 
Hall were contacted.  The officers of the Sigma Plaza were gracious enough to allow us 
to enter the building and take as many pictures as we wanted.   It was during this visit that 
the marker stone was noticed – to the left of the entrance.   From 2006 until now, multiple 
attempts were made to acquire the marker stone but a deal could never be reached.   
Finally, earlier this year, a new owner of the building appeared to be more willing to 
come to an agreement and a deal was officially reached in August. 
 

  
 the marker stone   stone masons cutting out the marker stone 
 
On September 9, 2009, Lodge 351 contracted a stone mason to retrieve the marker stone.   
It did not come out of the wall easy (typical Croatian – even the marker stone was 
stubborn).   After much effort, the stone finally came out of the wall.   As the stone 
masons set it down to get a better grip, they noticed the metal box embedded into the 
back of the marker stone – the long-rumored time capsule. 
 



  
 
The stone itself is 21in x 33in x 4in and weighs a couple hundred pounds.  The time 
capsule is 12in x 18in x 2in.. 
 
So, what’s in the time capsule?   Honestly, we don’t know.   But, on Saturday, December 
5, 2009, Lodge 351 invites everyone down to the American Croatian Club to watch the 
opening of the time capsule at 7:30pm.   Entrance is free and open to everyone.   There 
will be food available to purchase in the kitchen (provided by the Parent’s Club and the 
Detroit Star Tamburitzans).   Of course, the bar will also be open for you to purchase 
your favorite beverage – and, from 6:30 to 7:30 only, all beverages will be at 1950’s 
prices.   We will have a number of pictures of the Big Hall on display for you to look 
over and reminisce.   We will also be showing the video of the Grand Opening of the Big 
Hall from the 1950’s.   If you have any pictures of the Big Hall (or Little Hall), please 
remember to bring them to share with everyone. 
 
So, on December 5, 2009, remember to come down to the American Croatian Club 
(32851 Ryan Road, Warren, MI. 48092) for a casual evening as we finally solve the 
mystery and open the time capsule 52 years after it was placed in the wall.   Yes, we will 
be inviting Geraldo Rivera, but we don’t know if he will be able to make it. 
 
If you would like to see more pictures of the time capsule, please go to 
 www.zoralodge351.com and click on announcements. 
 
Bob Novosel 
V.P. / Secretary – Lodge 351 


